AN OVERVIEW OF POPULAR BELIEFS IN THE EGYPTIAN CULTURE
Ancient Egyptian religion was a complex system of polytheistic beliefs and rituals that formed Egyptian religion has since
had a significant influence in popular culture. . Middle Egyptian: An Introduction to the Language and Culture of.

All were paid with portions of the temple's income. The tradition of going to the Mediterranean towns in the
summer is older, but now some people are exploring areas further afield, particularly along the Sinai coast and
on the western shore of the Red Sea. Also, they donate to charity and indulge in the renewal of relationships as
well as sharing love and affection with each other. These included the interpretation of dreams, which could be
seen as messages from the divine realm, and the consultation of oracles. Urban Egyptians generally decried
this transformation of the village-scape as a blind emulation of urban lifestyles, and a change for the worse in
the peasant character. Drep During the first few centuries of the Christian era, Egypt was the ultimate source
of a great deal of ascetic literature in the Coptic language. Egyptians frequently do not have "family" names in
the current Western sense of a last name that is shared by all members of an extended family. The Friday
sermon is said by a khatib, many of whom are trained in religious institutes. Among more affluent sectors of
urban Egypt, people seek out alternative treatments such as homeopathy. Arguably the process continues still,
as Egypt deals with the meaning of an Egyptian identity and national independence in a globalizing world
dominated economically and culturally by the United States. Oracles[ edit ] The Egyptians used oracles to ask
the gods for knowledge or guidance. The much smaller American University in Cairo is an old private
university, and there are several new ones. Part of the social policy includes efforts to restructure welfare, and
to help unemployed youth set up their own businesses. The dominant symbols in the formal and semiformal
sphere derive mainly from aspects of Egypt's history, especially the Pharaonic and Islamic periods. These
animals were selected based on specific sacred markings which were believed to indicate their fitness for the
role. The two main Muslim religious holidays are the feast following Ramadan, the fasting month, and 'Id
al-Adha, which corresponds to the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. Egypt has an area of , square miles 1,, square
kilometers. The urban minorities were much larger before the middle of the twentieth century. Social
Problems and Control. People spend as much as they can, if not more, on a marriage, and in the upper classes,
the sky is the limit. Scholars Oakes and Gahlin note that "Presumably because of the shade and the fruit
provided by them, goddesses associated with protection, mothering, and nurturing were closely associated
with [trees]. People also sought to affect the gods' behavior to their own benefit through magical rituals. That
is, there is a substantial difference between the written language, influenced by the Koran, and the spoken
language.

